
1. Background 

(1= Completely disagree, 5 = Completely agree)  

The articles I have worked on that relate to Rational Addiction theories have ...  

    1 2 3 4 5 

1.1 ...developed Rational Addiction theories or extensions to these  
     

1.2 ...tested or evaluated one or more Rational Addiction theories  
     

1.3 ...touched lightly on Rational Addiction theories without going into 
depth on these (e.g., concentrated on developing a non-rational 
addiction theory, discussed drug policy)  

     

2. Personal experience 

(Select one)    

2.1 My experience with Rational Addiction theories can best be described as...  

 
Low experience. Contributing on other subjects to article(s) that touched lightly on Rational 
Addiction theories  

 

 
Medium experience. E .g., providing medical, mathematical, statistical or other mainly 
technical expertise and support to article(s) involving Rational Addiction theories  

 

 
High experience. Strong involvement in designing, interpreting or evaluating Rational 
Addiction theories.  

  

3. Categorization of own work 

(1= Completely disagree, 5 = Completely agree)  

My work in the Rational Addiction field should primarily be seen as an attempt to ...  

    1 2 3 4 5 

3.1 …model the actual decision problem facing users of addictive goods 
(cigarettes, drugs, etc.)       

3.2 …develop ways of analysing the welfare effects of public policies on 
consumers of addictive goods       

3.3 …develop tools for predicting actual consumer behavior when prices 
and other market factors change       

3.4 …further develop and refine the choice-theoretic framework of 
economics       

4. Evidence relating to theory 

(1= Completely disagree, 5 = Completely agree)  

    1 2 3 4 5 

4.1 In general, the assumptions of Rational Addiction theories should be 
consistent with what we know about how people make decisions       

4.2 In general, the theories are consistent with this kind of information  

 

     

4.3 In general, the implications of Rational Addiction theories should be 
consistent with data on the market demand for addictive goods      



(elasticities, usage patterns, etc.)  

4.4 In general, the theories are consistent with this kind of information  

 

     

4.5 In general, the assumptions and implications of addiction theories in 
economics should be consistent with the standard axioms of 
economic choice-theory  

     

4.6 In general, the theories are consistent with standard theory  

 

     

4.7 The question of whether or not addicts actually are rational and 
maximise welfare is irrelevant for economic theory. The only thing 
that matters is whether they act as-if our models are correct  

     

4.8 In general, consumers of addictive goods do behave as-if the rational 
addiction models are correct  

 

     

4.9 The forward-looking consumption path in a rational addiction theory 
is determined by the agent's beliefs about the immediate and lagged 
physical and other effects of the good. The assumed beliefs should be 
either consistent with the actual beliefs of real consumers or 
consistent with what is known about such physical and other effects.  

     

4.10 In general, the theories are consistent in this way  

 

     

5. Implications of theory 

(1= Completely disagree, 5 = Completely agree)  

    1 2 3 4 5 

5.1 The Rational Addiction literature provides insights into how addicts 
choose that are relevant for psychologists and treatment professionals       

5.2 The Rational Addiction literature contains insights on the welfare 
consequences of addictive goods and public policies towards these       

5.3 The Rational Addiction literature provides evidence that addictions are 
actually a sequence of rational choices maximising welfare/utility       

5.4 The Rational Addiction literature provides useful tools for predicting 
how addicts in the aggregate will respond to incentives       

5.5 The Rational Addiction literature extends and enriches consumer 
theory       

6. Evaluation 

(1= Completely disagree, 5 = Completely agree)  

    1 2 3 4 5 

6.1 Rational Addiction theories illustrate the power of applying economic 
analysis to subjects seen by many as outside the scope of economics       

6.2 Rational Addiction theories are an intellectual game without practical 
significance       

7. Other comments    

7.1 Comments  
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